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The 100% Fund: Call for Grant Submissions 
Infant Leukemia and Rhabdomyosarcoma 

 
Nearly one in five children diagnosed with cancer will not survive. For children with rare and hard to treat cancers, the odds can be 
far worse.  The 100% Fund has been created to challenge these odds. Coast-to-Coast Against Cancer is partnering with Phoebe Rose 
Rocks Foundation, Fight Like Mason Foundation, Team Naomi, Melia’s Memory, and Team Finn to help fund research for children 
and teens who do not, yet, have their cure. 

The purpose of The 100% Fund is to target directly pediatric cancers that are rare and hard to treat—cancers that have not responded 
to available therapies. Projects can range from discovery to clinical trials, but must be targeted at delivering a treatment intervention. 
The goal is to fund research with the potential to deliver improved treatment and increased survival rates.   

The purpose of the C17 Research Network is to advance research with the potential to further C17’s mission of improving health 
outcomes and quality of life for children and adolescents in Canada with cancer and blood disorders. The C17 Research Network is 
set up to foster collaborative, multi-disciplinary, multi-site, Canadian research in pediatric hematology, oncology and stem cell 
transplantation.  Note that applications are welcome for projects with a justification to function as a single centre, although 
collaboration is strongly encouraged. New collaborations, mentorship and applications from Young Investigators also are 
encouraged.  

THE 100% FUND GRANT COMPETITION—RESEARCH AREAS FOR 2018 (ROUND 2) 
Applications addressing the cancer types below will be considered for the fall 2018 competition. Projects can range from discovery 
to clinical trials, but must be aimed at delivering a treatment intervention. The goal is to fund research with the potential to deliver 
improved treatment and increased survival rates.   

 Infant Leukemia—funding partners Phoebe Rose Rocks;  Melia’s Memory 

 Rhabdomyosarcoma—funding partners Fight Like Mason, Team Naomi, and Team Finn 

 

The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation—Infant Leukemia Funding Partner 

 
Phoebe was 9 weeks old when she was diagnosed with mixed lineage (MLL+) infantile 
leukemia. We were told that she had a 15% chance of surviving her disease and harsh 
treatment. Imagine knowing that your baby's chances of dying far far outweigh those that 
she will survive. It was, and will always be, completely devastating. Founded in 2016, The 
Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation is inspired by the life and love of Phoebe Rose Doull-Hoffman 
and her quest to make it “okay” for kids with cancer. Our mission is to support and fund 
childhood cancer research, specifically research of cancers with low survival rates, and to 
provide support for Canadian families who need to travel far from home for childhood cancer 
treatment. We aim to drive research towards cancers that are difficult to treat and cure with 
the hope of finding a cure for every child. We saw first-hand the importance of and need for 
more childhood cancer research. It was research that gave us hope and allowed us precious 
years with Phoebe. The Phoebe Rose Rocks Foundation exists to continue this legacy of hope. 

 

Fight Like Mason— Rhabdomyosarcoma Funding Partner 

 Our son, Mason Bacon-Macri, fought rhabdomyosarcoma like a superhero for almost 14 
months. Feeling your child’s last heart beat and hearing his last breath is something that can 
never be removed from a parent’s mind. We can do Mason no greater honour than to turn our 
life-shattering tragedy of losing a child into something positive. We pledge to change and make 
a difference, to give these kids a chance. Childhood cancer is a terrible, ugly reality that is 
somewhat sheltered from most of society, and is not as “rare” as it is always deemed. This 
disease is in no way “rare” to any family going through it. In honour of Mason, we work towards 
reducing suffering and improving outcomes for the next child and family, until we no longer 
have to.  Mason beat cancer, not in the way we hoped, but he beat it. 
 
Wake up every day and “Fight Like Mason”. 

https://coasttocoastagainstcancer.org/
http://phoeberoserocks.com/
https://fr-ca.facebook.com/meliasmemory/
http://fightlikemason.org/
https://www.facebook.com/teamnaomigetwellnow/
http://www.teamfinn.com/
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Infant Leukemia and Rhabdomyosarcoma 

RESEARCH COMPETITION PROCESS 

 The 100% Fund grant competition will be a two-stage process comprised of a letter of intent (LOI) and a full grant submission.  
 The LOI, including a 3-page research proposal, will be reviewed and the top LOIs will be invited to submit a full grant application.  
 Full grant applications, including a 10-page research proposal, will be reviewed and ranked by the C17 Research Network 

Committee.  
 Consult Award and Application Guide, available on the C17 website; not all instruction is available on the application forms. 
 All forms and the award guide can be downloaded from C17.ca. 

 

FUNDS AVAILABLE  

 The maximum amount awarded will be $60,000 per year for 2 years ($120,000 total maximum value). 
 At the time of the grant call, funds are available for 1 grant in each of the targeted research areas (above). 
 The 100% Fund grants are in addition to the regular C17 Research Network Operating Grant Competition  

 

 

Team Naomi— Rhabdomyosarcoma Funding Partner 

 For many people back to school is a time for parents and kids to celebrate, including us. Almost 
2 years ago, we were told we had about 1 year left with our warrior. Thanks to science, we 
have the precious commodity of time. But for families with an empty chair at the dinner table, 
back to school is yet another reminder of the beast. Naomi and her fellow rhabdo-warriors 
deserve a treatment, drug, or therapy that has not been discovered...yet. We have to fund the 
failures to find the successes! That is how research works! 

Team Naomi - Get Well Now has been born with the specific intent of raising awareness and 
therefore raising funds to directly help researchers studying alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma. 
What started out as a desperate conversation between parents trying to do something to help 
their little girl has evolved into a movement where people know that kids get cancer too AND 
they are doing something about it.  This village of care continues to successfully raise funds 
that go straight to rhabdomyosarcoma research - through bake sales, golf tournaments, recipe 
books, coins for cancer, and now our FBOMB Cancer socks.   The option to do nothing was not 
an option.  Look-out rhabdomyosarcoma....we are coming to get you! 

 

Melia’s Memory—Infant Leukemia Funding Partner 

 On August 17th 2016, 5 days before her 1st birthday, we were devastated to learn that Mélia 
had infant leukemia with MLL involvement. Mélia fought hard in hospital for 8 months straight, 
after which we were able to transfer to outpatient for the following 8 months. Mélia was so 
strong through it all. To see her you would never have known she was sick. I can count on one 
hand the number of days she didn’t get out of bed and run the halls of the oncology unit. On 
December 14th 2017, our world came crashing down again when Mélia relapsed. She was once 
again admitted to the hospital to complete the relapse protocol in preparation for a bone 
marrow transplant at Sick Kids in Toronto. Just one week before her transplant was scheduled 
to begin, her cancer returned. We were advised to continue with transplant as planned, so we 
packed up and moved our little family to Ronald McDonald House. Mélia’s transplant was 
successful and we had regained a little hope. Shortly after that, her cancer came back again. 
Mélia’s body was too weak from transplant to try any further treatment. We were flown back 
home so that she could pass peacefully surrounded by her loved ones. Mélia passed away in 
her mommy’s arms on June 16th 2018 at the age of 2. 

Despite her long and very difficult battle, Mélia was always ready to comfort those who were 
sad. She never gave up and never backed down. Her strength, courage and caring is what keeps 
us fighting today. We do not want any more babies to have to be as strong as Mélia was. We 
don’t want any more parents to have to spend the rest of their days trying to figure out how 
they’re going to do just that without their sweet baby. We will do everything we can to make 
the lives of infants diagnosed with leukemia and their families even a little bit better. 

 

http://www.c17.ca/index.php?cID=65
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Team Finn— Rhabdomyosarcoma Funding Partner 

 Finn was born in 2005. His twin brother is Baird. His older sister is Sarah.  

Finn was an exuberant, energetic toddler who amazed everyone who knew him. Throughout 
his treatment, Finn would bounce, run, laugh and play. Pee bag flying as he jumped off the back 
of clinic couches. Colostomy bag tucked in as he spun 180s in the cul-de-sac with his little yellow 
car. Life was to be embraced and lived; and Finn did both with flair. 

In 2007, when Finn was diagnosed with Rhabdomyosarcoma, we were told he had a 70% 
chance of survival. If Finn was diagnosed today, 10 years later, we would be told he had a 70% 
chance of survival. If Finn had been diagnosed 40 years ago, he would have been told the same 
thing. In 2008, when the cancer returned and was metastatic, Finn’s chance of survival was 0%. 

This grant is about changing those numbers. This grant is about giving future Finns the chance 
to tuck in their pee bags and go for a ride. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

November 13, 2018 Competition Announcement and call for LOI  
December 14, 2018 LOI submission deadline (4:00 pm MT) 
Early February 2019 Notification of LOI decision 
April 13, 2019 Grant submission deadline (4:00 pm MT) 
July/Aug, 2019 Notification of decision 

 

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

Applications must be submitted as follows:  
 One copy of the completed LOI as a single PDF file sent via email to: Leah.Young2@ahs.ca 
 One Word document file containing administrative details and abstracts, sent via email to: Leah.Young2@ahs.ca  
 Do not submit a hardcopy.  Keep the original signature pages on file. 
 For specific instruction, download the Award and Application Guide from the C17 website. 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Nada Jabado, Chair, C17 Research Network 
Nada.Jabado@mcgill.ca 

Leah C. Young, Coordinator, C17 Research Network 
Leah.Young2@ahs.ca           Phone: 780-492-7048 
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