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Improving Outcomes for Canadian Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults 
with Cancer:  A proposal for a working relationship with Health Canada 

 
Despite gains in childhood, adolescent and young adult (CAYA) cancer research and treatment, Canadian children 
continue to die.  Advocacy for Canadian Childhood Oncology Research Network (Ac2orn) has a plan for a 
coordinated Canadian effort to ensure that survival rates continue to increase, that research capacity is 
strengthened, and that Canada continues to lead in CAYA oncology.  Our plan is supported by 30 Oncologists and 
31 different cancer organizations located across North America and was presented to the Federal Minister of 
Health on April 26, 2018. 
 
1. Enabling equitable access to early phase cancer clinical trials 
Currently, no coordinated system exists to allow Canadian children with cancer to access promising treatments 
outside of their home province or outside of Canada.  Families without treatment options in their home province 
are forced to advocate for early phase clinical trial access and must often pay extraordinary out of pocket costs.  
The Canadian healthcare system needs to support families and help them access potentially life-saving clinical 
trials for their children – no matter where they live. 
 
Goals 2018-2023 

1. Federal Government to provide five year funding for a program for CAYA cancer patients to access 
promising Phase 1 and 2 clinical trials outside their home province.  We have engaged health economists to 
evaluate the exact costs but are anticipating $3 million a year for five years.  These funds would cover the 
ancillary medical costs associated with the Phase 1 and 2 clinical trials for CAYA with cancer. 

Benefits to Government 

1. Demonstrate leadership in health care innovation and facilitate innovative research while reducing 
geographic disparities in early phase clinical trial access for our youngest Canadians. 

2. Improve access to early phase clinical trials for Canadian children and young adults with cancer better 
positions Canada as a leader in CAYA cancer treatment. 

3. Establish a process for CAYA with cancer to access early phase clinical trials aligns with the Federal 
Government’s vision of universal healthcare and goals of health care innovation. 

 
2. CAYA Oncology Patient Engagement Collaborative 
We are asking a Health Canada Secretariat to create a collaborative Working Group to address health system 
issues related to CAYA cancer.  This Working Group will be a forum to create a report to discuss the allocation of 
an additional federal commitment to solve problems such as inadequate supports for pediatric oncology research, 
the lack of a formalized CAYA cancer drug discovery program, the need for a clinical trial pipeline and potential 
opportunities to incentivize industry to support CAYA oncology. 
 
Goals 2018-2023 

1. As part of its response to the PCHO “Fit for Purpose” report, a Health Canada Secretariat establishes a 
collaborative Working Group tasked with ensuring meaningful CAYA oncology patient engagement. 

2. The Working Group will use CAYA oncology to inform Health Canada about changes to public health care 
via a report to be tabled to the Minister of Health by December 31, 2018. 

3. The report will inform how a government funded strategy and model can enable meaningful changes to 
public health care in the area of CAYA oncology. 

Benefits to Government 

1. This Working Group will provide an ideal opportunity to innovate at the intersection of the patient voice, 
health care system and research.  It will also provide the government with a source to access the patient 
voice when making decisions that relate to Canadian CAYA with cancer. 

2. Continued growth and strengthening of the Canadian ability to respond to the challenges associated with 
CAYA cancer research, treatment, and survivorship. 


